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Context 
 

 Social Science is a senior elective comprised of four segments, 
which may vary from year to year. 

 The Elections 

 Psychology 

 Crime and Punishment (Note of interest:  MCI Norfolk visit) 

 Race and Racism in the United States 

 
 The course is available to both college and honors level students 

who are given differentiated assignments. 
 

 80% of the senior class is enrolled in this course (8 sections). 
 
Teachers:  David Schmirer, Erin Lehmann, David Gavron , Kirsten Lahey 

 

. 



We are just two months away from what many are 
calling, “an election that will shape the history of 
our country.”  Why are people saying this and why 
should you care?  Who are these two candidates, 
Clinton and Trump, and where do they stand on the 
important issues facing our country?  How is a 
campaign run, won, or lost?  What role will the 
media and advertising play in determining a winner 
on Tuesday, November 8?  

. From the syllabus… 



Goals: Engagement and Skill Building 
 

 Becoming civically engaged (All 
students will turn 18 in the coming year.) 
 

 Using and reinforcing basic social studies 
competency skills (such as reviewing 
primary documents, analyzing and 
synthesizing information, and monitoring 
current events) 
 

. 



Goals: Understanding the Big Picture 
 

 Understanding … 
 

 how the electoral process works, including the 
primary and convention processes 

 political vocabulary (eg. libertarian, platform) 

 how values and beliefs are represented by the 
platforms of the political parties 

 campaigning, including advertising 

 the role of the media in the election process 
 
 

 

. 



Goals:  Empowerment 
 

 Empowering Students 

 Students learn they have a say in what laws are in 
place. 

 Students clarify their own values and beliefs. 
 

 Becoming Informed Voters 

 Voter registration and participation 

 The ballot questions: understanding the pros and 
cons 

 The lower races and their importance 
 

. 



Goals:  Understanding the Current Picture 
 

 Party platforms 

 Positions of the candidates 

 Campaign strategies 

 The debates 

. 



Theory of Action:  Linking 
Knowledge to Engagement 

 
Moving FROM: 

This does not apply to me and, in any case, this is 
too confusing to follow.  

  
TO: 

I get it now, and I’m interested.   
 

. 



Use of instructional technology significantly 
enriches this course, starting with the access to 
current events.  It offers a window on the past, 

such as easy access to historical campaign 
material.  It also offers charts and other graphics 

which help depict the electoral process in 
compelling ways, as for example: 

 
Only 9% of America Chose Trump and Clinton as the 

Nominees 
 

 

. 

http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2016/08/01/us/elections/nine-percent-of-america-selected-trump-and-clinton.html?ref=politics
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2016/08/01/us/elections/nine-percent-of-america-selected-trump-and-clinton.html?ref=politics
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2016/08/01/us/elections/nine-percent-of-america-selected-trump-and-clinton.html?ref=politics
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2016/08/01/us/elections/nine-percent-of-america-selected-trump-and-clinton.html?ref=politics


Sample Assignment:  Political Cartoons 

 
 

. 



Sample Assignment: 

The Ballot Questions 

 

 

 

 

 
 

.  

Each student works 

independently on 

their chosen ballot 

question.     
 



Sample Assignment:  The Swing State Challenge 

 

 

 

 

  
 

. Students consider 10 swing 

states.  They work in small 

groups, looking at past voting 

trends, current polling, and 

demographics.   
 

Their job is to determine who 

will win their state and they 

color in their map accordingly.  
 

The different class sections 

compete to see whose 

prediction came the closest. 



Sample Assignment:  Campaign Advertisements 
Students view campaign ad commercials.  They conduct an analysis 
of the techniques being used and are given an analytical tool which 
helps them make their assessment.  
http://www.livingroomcandidate.org/  shows campaign ads going 
back as far as the 1950’s. 

 

. 

http://www.livingroomcandidate.org/


Personal and Civic Responsibility 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

… from The Wayland Public Schools Mission Statement 

. 

… Our goal is to advance our students' 

growth into principled, informed, and 

capable citizens who will help guide a 

democracy that follows humanitarian 

principles in the global forum, and shape a 

just society where individuals may reach 

their full potential. 
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The challenge: What is 
causing students to seem … 

reluctant to take a chance? 

prone to sitting on their hands? 

never to volunteer? 

terrified if called upon? 
 

. 



 These types of behaviors can happen in any class.  
Unfortunately, for math in particular, they can be 
met with “understanding,” if not acceptance!   

 

▪ Have you ever heard an adult respond sympathetically 
to a child experiencing difficulty in mathematics by 
saying something to the effect of “That’s OK, I don’t 
have a math brain either?” 

 
 This results from a fixed mindset, which is 

counterproductive -- an outright impediment to 
academic success in math.   
 

. 



 Students who internalize a fixed mindset become 
afraid that they might get a problem wrong in front of 
peers. When they make a mistake, they shut down 
and ultimately conclude that they are not “math 
people.”   

 
 However, it is often their mindset, and not a lack of 

ability, that stifles progress.  The goal of teaching a 
growth mindset to students is to change that mindset 
so that they can move forward.   
 
 

Teachers:  Mike Kotin and Rebecca Poulo 
 

. 



Boosting Math 

 
Youcubed website at Stanford University 

 

Jo Boaler 

 
(first 2:55 minutes) 

. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bxrPy1fjVU4


. 

Math Class Norms (by Jo Boaler) 



. 

Math Class 

Norms 



Depth is More Important than Speed 
 

 “Many people incorrectly believe that being good 
at math means being fast at math. It doesn’t and 
we need to dissociate math from speed.” 
 

 “We no longer need students to compute fast (we 
have computers for this) we need them to think 
deeply, connect methods, reason, and justify.” 

 
 

-- Jo Boaler 

 

. 



. 

“I was always deeply uncertain about my own intellectual capacity; I 

thought I was unintelligent.  And it is true that I was, and still am, 

rather slow. I need time to seize things because I always need to 

understand them fully. Towards the end of the eleventh grade, I 

secretly thought of myself as stupid. I worried about this for a long 

time.” 

 
“I’m still just as slow. (...)At the end of the eleventh 

grade, I took the measure of the situation, and came to 

the conclusion that rapidity doesn’t have a precise 

relation to intelligence. What is important is to deeply 

understand things and their relations to each other. This 

is where intelligence lies. The fact of being quick or 

slow isn’t really relevant.” 



The Power of Yet  
 

Sesame Street 

 

Janelle Monae 
(first 60 seconds) 

 

. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XLeUvZvuvAs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XLeUvZvuvAs


Final Thought 

 

What happens when you make a 

mistake? 

 

Your brain grows. 
(first 43 seconds) 

 

. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o7aLtktKH-8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o7aLtktKH-8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o7aLtktKH-8

